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INTRODUCTION

The Kennel Club launched a new resource for breed clubs and individual breeders i
the Breed Health and Conservation Plans (BHCP) project i in September 2016. The
purpose of the project is to ensure that all health concerns for a breed are identified
through evidence-based criteria, and that breeders are provided with useful
information and resources to support them in making balanced breeding decisions
that make health a priority.

The Breed Health and Conservation Plans take a complete view of breed health with
consideration to the following issues: known inherited conditions, complex conditions
(i.e. those involving many genes and environmental effects such as nutrition or
exercise levels, for example hip dysplasia), conformational concerns and population
genetics.

Sources of evidence and data have been collated into an evidence base which gives
clear indications of the most significant health conditions in each breed, in terms of
prevalence and impact. Once the evidence base document has been produced it is
discussed with the relevant Breed Health Co-ordinator and breed health committee
or representatives if applicable. Priorities are agreed based on this data and
incorporated into a list of actions between the Kennel Club and the breed to tackle
these health concerns. These actions and then monitored and reviewed on a regular
basis.

DEMOGRAPHICS

The numbers of Miniature Long Haired Dachshunds registered by year of birth
between 1980 and 2018 are shown in Figure 1. The 1980 registrations figure
appears depressed for all breeds due to registrations moving across to the electronic
system from paper files.

The trend of registrations over year of birth (1980-2018) was -0.96 per year (with a
95% confidence interval of -0.36 to -1.57), reflecting the increase in registrations.

[Put simply, 95% confidence intervals (C.l.s) indicate that we are 95% confident that
the true estimate of a parameter lies between the lower and upper number stated.]
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Figure 1: Number of registrations of Miniature Long Haired Dachshunds per year of
birth, 19807 2018

BREED HEALTH CO-ORDINATOR ANNUAL HEALTH REPORT

Breed Health Co-ordinators (BHCs) are volunteers nominated by their breed to act
as a vital conduit between the Kennel Club and the breed clubs with all matters
relating to health.

The BHCOs Annual Heal th Report 2018 compl et
together, yielded the following response to
welfare conditions that the breed considers to be currently the most important to deal

with in your breedd:

1. Intervertebral disc disease (IVD)
2. Lafora disease
3. PRA (cordl)

In terms of what the breed has done in the last year to help tackle these listed health
and welfare concerns, the breed continue to encourage screening for IVDD, and
consider the possibility of subsidisation, and have been heavily involved in genetic
analysis with the aim to identify causative genes.
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BREED CLUB HEALTH ACTIVITIES

The Dachshund has a health council, an active Breed Health Coordinator (BHC) and
a dedicated health website: https://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/ .

BREED SPECIFIC HEALTH SURVEYS

All six Dachshund varieties were grouped together in the 2004 Purebred Dog Health
Survey.

2004 Morbidity results: Health information was collected for 509 live Dachshunds
of which 322 (63%) were healthy and 187 (37%) had at least one reported health
condition. The top categories of diagnosis were reproductive (19.7%, 58 of 294
reported conditions), neurologic (11.9%, 35 of 294 reported conditions), dermatologic
(10.5%, 31 of 294 reported conditions), cardiac (8.8%, 26 of 294 reported conditions)
and dental (8.8%, 26 of 294 reported conditions). The most frequently reported
specific conditions were IVDD (4.5% prevalence, 23 cases), heart murmur (4.3%, 22
cases), false pregnancy (3.2% prevalence, 11 cases in the 346 female Dachshunds
in the survey), alopecia (3.1% prevalence, 16 cases) and dental disease (2.8%
prevalence, 14 cases).

2004 Mortality results: A total of 245 deaths were reported for all Dachshund
varieties combined. The median age at death was 12 years and 8 months (min = 4
months, max = 19 years). The most frequently reported causes of death by organ
system or category were old age (21.6%, 53 of 245 deaths), cancer (16.7%, 41
deaths), cardiac (14.3%, 35 deaths) and neurologic (11.0%, 27 deaths). The most
frequently reported specific causes of death apart from old age and cancer were
heart failure (4.9%, 12 deaths) and VDD (4.1%, 10 deaths).

The Dachshund varieties were separated for the 2014 Pedigree Dog Health Survey.

2014 Morbidity results: Health information was collected for 296 live Miniature
Smooth Haired Dachshunds of which 198 (66.9%) had no reported conditions and
59 (33.1%) were reported to be affected by at least one condition. The most
frequently reported conditions were IVDD (10.1% prevalence, 30 cases),
hypersensitivity (allergic) skin disorder (3.7% prevalence, 11 cases), anal gland/sac
impaction/blockage (2.7% prevalence, 8 cases), dermatitis (2.7% prevalence, 8
cases) and unspecified skin, ear or coat. (2.7% prevalence, 8 cases).

2014 Mortality results: A total of 19 deaths were reported for the breed. The range
of age at death for Miniature Smooth Haired Dachshunds was two years to 17 years.
The most frequently reported causes of death were spinal disorder (5 cases), old
age (3 cases), herniated vertebrae (2 cases) and IVDD (2 cases).
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DachsLife 2012

DachsLife 2012 was a survey of UK Dachshunds that was conducted betweenlst
January 2012 and 315t March 2012. The survey was widely advertised among the
Breed Club community, and also many owners of pet Dachshunds, via online
discussion groups and Facebook. Responses were received for 1,464 Dachshunds.
The survey results can be found here:
https://sites.googdle.com/site/ukdachshundhealthreport/view-reported-health-
statistics/dachs-life-2012

DachsLife 2015

Aweb-based sur vleiyf ed D2alclhss: The UK Dachshund Br e
Di sease (I VDD) and Ilifestyle survey6 was <car
April 2015. The survey was hosted by the UK Dachshund Breed Council and

owners of Dachshunds with or without a history of IVDD were recruited online via

social mediaandthe Counci |l 6s newsl etter. Responses
individual Dachshunds. The overall prevalence of IVDD was 15.7% (95% C.I. 14.1 7

17.3; 310 cases, 1665 non-cases and 56 exclusions). Variety-specific VDD

prevalences are shown in Table 1 below.

Table 1: Prevalence of IVDD for the six varieties of Dachshunds, from the DachsLife
2015 survey

Breed Cases | Total IVDD 95% C.1. (%)
prevalence (%)

Standard Wire Haired 18 252 7.1 5.97-8.23
Standard Smooth Haired 49 201 24.4 22.51-26.29
Standard Long Haired 16 127 126 | 11.14-14.06
Miniature Wire Haired 54 305 17.7 16.02-19.38
Miniature Smooth Haired 127 744 17.1 15.44-18.76
Miniature Long Haired 46 346 13.3| 11.80-14.80

Full analysis of the results of the survey have been published (Packer et al, 2016)
and are available here:
https://cgejournal.biomedcentral.com/track/pdf/10.1186/s40575-016-0039-8

DachsLife 2018

This year 0s sur v esSySeptemiser to therB0"Novembert201& and
received responses accounting for 2,564 dogs, with the survey focusing on cancers
affecting the breed. Of the 228 dogs that were deceased, 37.7% were due to cancer,
with the highest prevalence by variety seen in the Miniature Longhaired (~13%),
followed by Long Haired (~12%). Overall the prevalence of cancers was 7%. The
body location of cancer/tumour by variety and age of cancer diagnosis by variety is
shown in Figure 2 and 3, respectively.
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Figure 2: A breakdown of body location for cancer/tumours by variety in the

Dachslife 2018 survey.

Age of Cancer Diagnaosis by Variety (N = 153)
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Figure 3: Age of cancer diagnosis by variety and median age of cancer diagnosis for

dogs reported in the Dachslife 2018 survey.
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The prevalence of reported health conditions in comparison to the results of the 2015
and 2012 surveys are also shown in Figure 4 below. By far the most commonly
reported health concern was IVDD, followed by skin allergies/atopy,
cancers/tumours, cryptorchidism and dystocia.

Figure 4: A summary of disease prevalence for dogs reported in the Dachslife 2018
survey, and a comparison in prevalence to the date reported in the 2015 and 2012
surveys.

Miniature Long Haired were the most commonly affected variety for several concerns
listed in the survey, including: blindness, with approximately 4.2% of dogs of the
breed reportedly affected by this concern, deafness, of which just over 7% were
reported to be affected, distichiasis was seen to affect this variety most often, with
2.5% of dogs reportedly affected, idiopathic epilepsy, which reportedly affected
approximately 3.8% and irritable bowel disease, which affected 3.5%.

A full breakdown of the survey can be found through the link provided below:
https://www.dachshundhealth.org.uk/dachslife-2018

Rolling online health survey

The Dachshund Breed Council have been running an online health survey since
2009. The number of reports of particular categories of health condition in the eight
years the survey has been running are shown in Figure 5.
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